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           WILTSHIRE CONSTABULARY
Corsham 

  Community Bulletin
                                                            April 2006
                                                                                          Produced by Kate Forshee, NHW Liaison Officer

IN CONJUNCTION WITH CORSHAM POLICE

Sector Head – Inspector Gavin Williams  : Corsham Sergeant – Mel Rolph


Corsham Town Team




Corsham South & Lacock Beat


(Incl. Easton, Pickwick, Thingley & Westrop)

(Incl. Rudloe, Neston, Gastard, Reybridge,

PC Simon Lloyd; PC Mike Moss


Notton, Bowden Hill)


PC Lizzie Porter (Potley) & PC Mandie Ball

PC Mac McIntyre & PC Mandy Goodwin


Pc Clare Heaven & PC Kane Fulbrook-Smith


Colerne & Biddestone Beat



Box Beat
(Incl. Thickwood & Slaughterford)
(Incl. Ashley, Henley, Kingsdown, Wadswick, Box Hill, Hawthorn, Ditteridge, Middlehill, Alcombe)

PC Toni Evans
& PC Peter Fennell


PC Julia Dickson & PC Graham Sharman

Police Community Support Officers


Special Constables

Rachel Beale & Steve Butler



SO Ian Dorling, SPC Paul Brewster 



SPC Leanne Alleyne, SPC Joshua Lewis 

Station Volunteers: Colleen Milne 
Please find below a distribution list for your convenience as well as a space for useful information. If your newsletter is cascaded to you via your Area or Scheme coordinator, they are able to fill in the appropriate details. Please assist us in cascading the bulletin by passing it onto the next person on the list as quickly as possible. 





                                                      Thank you!


KEEP YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS PERSONAL!

The “VISA & MasterCard Telephone Credit Card Scam” email is making its rounds once again. Although a chain-mail, the awareness that it raises and the advice that it gives is important to pay attention to. Never disclose personal information over the telephone, and most importantly never divulge any pin or security numbers. Always initiate contact with your bank if you wish to discuss financial matters - do accept calls from anyone wishing to discuss any of your private or personal business. The same goes for emails – legitimate Banks and Building Societies would never ask you to divulge confidential passwords, pin-numbers, security numbers or personal details. Be suspicious!    


CORSHAM CAR BREAKS…

There have been numerous thefts from cars in North Wiltshire, particularly in the Corsham area, recently. Over the past 4-6 weeks there have been numerous thefts from vehicles in both urban and rural areas.  Arrests have been made in the Corsham sector and active enquiries are ongoing, however, help us catch those responsible by calling us with any information regarding suspicious people and vehicles that you see.

Help to avoid becoming a victim by removing ALL property from your vehicle. Don’t leave valuables in glove boxes, under seats or in the boot. Offenders know where to look! Take the extra few seconds and clear out your car before you leave it…

SEASONAL CRIME ISSUES…

With the approach of longer daylight hours and hopefully warmer weather, now is the time to consider the possible crime problems, which may appear with the Spring.
Rogue Tradesmen

This time of year we get persons approaching particularly the elderly and vulnerable offering to do garden and building work. The work is normally shoddy and extortionate rates are charged. If you see this kind of work being carried out and you know the person is elderly or vulnerable please either knock on the door and check if they know the persons carrying out the work or did they knock on their door and canvas for the work. If it is the latter, make sure they are aware of the situation or give the police a ring giving details of any vehicles they are using. 

Walk-in burglaries

Hopefully, we will be having some nice weather soon and many of us will be busy in the garden - remember this is what the walk in thieves likes best, doors left unlocked…nice and easy to walk in and remove handbags, wallets etc from kitchen work tops. Don’t make it easy for them. Remove all such items to a safe out of sight area and get in to the habit of locking doors when you are out in the garden or busy in other parts of the house. Do not leave windows open where someone could reach through and open a larger window or hook out items with wire or a stick.

Conduct a Garden Audit…

If someone can get into your garden easily without attracting suspicion, it gives them more time to steal from you. 

· Are your fences and gates in good repair? 

· Do you have security lighting? Low energy dusk to dawn lighting is environmentally friendly and cheap to run. (9 watt lighting to the front and 11 or 16 watt lighting for the side and rear).

· Do you leave things outside all year (ornaments, furniture, tools), which could be removed easily or used to break into your house? Secure them in position or fill with heavy gravel to prevent easy carrying. 

· Are there overgrown areas where someone could hide? Cut it back so you can see what's going on. Gravel on paths and driveways can alert you to someone approaching so intruders will not be so keen. Prickly plants and trellis can provide extra protection from the intruder.

What about your Sheds and outbuildings?

Without realising it, you probably have a lot of valuable property in your sheds and outbuildings and you don’t pay as much attention to security as you should. Power tools, lawnmowers, cycles, golf clubs etc are all expensive to replace and attractive to thieves.

· Has your shed survived the winter without damage which could help a thief gain access? If not, don’t delay – FIX it now!

· Are your doors secure? Shed doors are notoriously easy to get into so strengthen the door and frame if you can. Outside door hinges should be secured with coach bolts or non-return screws. Use strong padbars and close shackle padlocks. Up and over garage doors can be secured by putting padlocks through the inside runners or by fitting padlocks with a hasp and staple on either side of the door. There are other effective devices available which stop the door being lifted. 5 lever mortice locks are the best on normal solid doors.

· Are windows secure? Is the glass cracked but you haven’t got round to replacing it? You could use Perspex or polycarbonate sheet if well fixed. Use a window lock on opening windows and a strong grille or heavy wire mesh. Consider using net curtains to deter casual viewing.

· Use an alarm – battery operated alarms may act as a deterrent. If you have a house alarm, you could have it upgraded to include your shed or garage. If the garage is an integral part of your house, make sure the alarm conforms to BS 4737. 

· If the garage is linked to your house, is the connecting door as well protected as the main door?
If not, upgrade the door security now!

Check what you keep in the shed. 

· Does your insurance cover the shed and garage and all the equipment you store there? 

· Is everything post-coded so that you could identify it if it was stolen? 
Most items can be post-coded by a variety of methods (etching, branding, paint stencilling etc) and easily identifiable items will make them more difficult for a thief to dispose of and therefore less likely to take in the first place.

· Do you have a note of serial numbers? Have you photographed any valuable items and put the photos somewhere safe?

· Do you secure property within the shed? So that even if someone did break into it, they would not just be able to walk off with all your valuable items? Chain cycles, mowers, ladders and tools to a strong anchor point such as metal rings fixed in concrete to the floor – use a close shackle padlock.As sheds are not designed for safe storage, would it be better to have a strong lockable box or cage inside your shed - preferably fixed to the floor?

· Ask your neighbours to keep their eye on your shed as well as the house and do the same for them in return. If you’ve hidden your shed so it can’t be seen, cut down some foliage so you’re not providing cover for a thief.

· When you’ve made your garden, shed or any outbuildings more secure, remember to lock things away every time. It only takes a minute to pick something up and walk off, so don’t be tempted to leave everything out while you go inside for a cup of tea. And NEVER leave cycles unlocked

PURSE DIPS

To help combat the theft of purses that the county has experienced over recent months, the Community Safety department has purchased “key chains” that can be used to attach your purse to your bag. The ring loop at one end of the chain can be attached to your handbag, the D clamp at the other end can be attached to your purse. We have a very limited stock available from some enquiry offices and directly from the community safety department – we would like these to be available to those most at risk of purse dipping offences. Please contact Kate Forshee on 01249 449663 for further information. 

REPORTED CRIME IN MARCH 2006

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION REGARDING ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CRIMES PLEASE CONTACT US 

CORSHAM

02/03/06
Theft of milk from premises and sign board damaged .Business Unit, Park Lane. 

06/03/06
Non-dwelling burglary. Smashed Unit window and stole property to the value of £300. Pickwick Road. 

06-07/03/06
Criminal Damage to building. Offenders smashed window. Library, Pickwick Road.

07/03/06
Theft of mobile phone. The Tynings.

10/03/06
Theft of fuel from vehicle, Green Road.

11/03/06
Criminal Damage. Offender jumped on roof of parked car, Clift Close. 

10-11/03/06
Criminal Damage. Offenders kicked wing mirror off car, Highlands Close.

11/03/06
Criminal Damage. Offenders have used force to knock over front wall, Springfield Close.

11/03/06
Criminal Damage. Offenders have used force to knock down garden fence, Clift Close.

12/03/06
Shoplifting, Kings Avenue. 

12-13/03/06
Theft of garden tools, Henley Lane, Kingsdown

10-13/03/06
Criminal Damage. Offenders scratched all 4 sides or 4 separate cars causing approx £2000 damage, Weswells Road, Hawthorn

16/03/06
Theft of cash from wallet, High Street.

16/03/06
Criminal Damage. Conservatory window smashed, Priory New Road.

15-16/03/06
Criminal Damage. Football kicked at window causing it to smash, Martingate.

16/03/06
Criminal Damage. Garden gate destroyed, Priory New Road.

16-17/03/06
Theft from an insecure car in a secure compound, Park Lane. 

17/03/06
Criminal damage to car clamp, Beechfield Rd.

17-18/03/06
Criminal damage caused by offenders kicking garden fence and gate, Priory New Road. 

19-20/03/06
Offenders smashed car window and searched glovebox, Cresswells.

13-20/03/06
Gate stolen from field, Lacock.

19-20/03/06
Car lights smashed by offender, Pockeridge Rd

20-21/03/06
Car window smashed and wingmirror broken, Box Hill.

21-22/03/06
Vehicle interference, Cresswells.

22/03/06
Smashed window and property stolen, Pockeridge Road.

21-22/03/06
Offender/s entered insecure vehicle, made search, caused damage, Paul Street.

21-22/03/06
Car window smashed and property stolen, Partridge Close.

23/03/06
Theft of vehicle, Kings Avenue.

21/03/06
Theft of insecure property, Westwood Road.

18/03/06
Criminal Damage to car caused by offenders scratching side panels, Pickwick Road.

23-24/03/06
Criminal Damage to vehicle by smashing window, Hatton Way.

24/03/06
Vehicle interference, offenders entered insecure car by smashing window, Brook Drive.

21-22/03/06
Dwelling burglary. Offenders entered house by forcing small window. Property stolen, Katherine Park.

24/03/06
Non-dwelling burglary. Offenders entered garage by forcing garage door. Vehicle also entered, Elm Hayes.

23-24/03/06
Theft from vehicle. Offenders smashed window and stole items from within, Cleevedale Road. 

24/03/06
Theft from vehicle. Offenders smashed window and stole tools from within, Dicketts Road. 

23/03/06
Criminal damage. Gas meter box damaged, Pickwick Road.

25/03/06
Mail stolen, Mansion House Mews.

25/03/06
Criminal damage to dwelling, offenders threw stone which smashed window, Arnolds Mead.

27/03/06
Theft of secure vehicle from the street, Arnolds Mead.

29/03/06
Theft of front and rear numberplates from car, Beechfield Road.

28-29/03/06
Criminal damage to car and theft of milk, Park Lane. 

29-30/03/06
Vehicle interference, Pockeridge Road.

30/03/06
Burglary in a dwelling via open front door. Pushbike stolen, Silman Close.

30/03/06
Theft of secure motorbike, Cresswells.

31/03/06
Criminal damage to vehicle caused by offenders sitting on car, High Street.  

BOX

23-24/03/06
Theft from vehicle. Offenders smashed window and stole items from within, Brunel Way, Box.

26-27/03/06
Criminal damage. Offender smashed car rear window, Ashley, Box.
  


LACOCK

09/10/06
Theft of red, Yamaha 600 Motorbike from A350 Northbound carriageway, Lacock 

18/03/06
Attempted burglary to garage, Offenders disturbed. Lacock.

COLERNE

05-06/03/06
Burglary in a dwelling. Access via unlocked patio door. Substantial amount of cash stolen. Martins Croft, Colerne.

NESTON

21-22/03/06
Attempt to hot-wire car, Shearwater Way, Neston.

21/22/03/06
Car stolen from Driveway, Moor Green, Neston

21-22/03/06
Attempt to hot-wire car, Shearwater Way, Neston.

Officers at Corsham are keen to hear any information about any of the above reported crimes. If you would prefer to report it anonymously please do so by ringing CRIMESTOPPERS 24-hour number 0845 408 7000 / CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111

IN ALL EMERGENCIES: 999


NEW SINGLE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER: 0845 408 7000
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Useful Information


Your Area Coordinator is:





Contact:





Your Scheme Coordinator is:





Contact:

















Keeping Wiltshire Safe


